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MAC TURNEY- PIPELINE ENTREPRENEUR 


When someone asks about “Pipeline medals,” what comes to mind is the 12 piece medal set 
that was extremely popular during the pipeline construction, not so much since then. 


In the late 1960s, the Franklin Mint became the preeminent private mint. Silver one ounce 
“art” bars were becoming popular. Amidst this surging interest in silver collectibles, Mac 
Turney of Fox, Alaska saw an opportunity. The Trans-Alaska Pipeline was under construc- 
tion. Thousands of workers had flowed into the state because of the job opportunities and 
high wages. For many of the workers, the only money they spent in Alaska was at the 
airport gift shop. They would fly into Fairbanks and go directly to their work site. When 
their two weeks or four weeks were up, they would come back to Fairbanks and fly home 
for their time off, taking their wages with them. Mac Turney found a product that would 
capture some of those pipeline wages. The Trans-Alaska pipeline medal set not only made 
money for Mac, it spread it around the state to many gift shops that sold the medals. 


Mac sketched a design and contacted a private mint in Califor- 
mia. The final artwork was done by Barbara Hyde. Mac was as- 
sured that he would have delivery by Christmas. With this prom- 
ise, he wired the money for 1,000 medals and placed ads in the 
Fairbanks Daily News-Miner. The response was so great that he 
decided that he could design and mint a medal every three months. 
Barbara Hyde and Boris Buzan designed the rest of the medals in 
the set. 


The medals and designs are as follows: 


Date Obverse Reverse 

#1 1974 Man carrying pipe Plain Certified Mint 

#2 1975-M Yukon River Ice Bridge Certified Mint Banner 
#3 1975-J Pipe laying in Tonsina River Certified Mint Banner 
#4 1975-S_ Vertical Support Members Certified Mint Banner 
#5 1975-D Yukon River Bridge Certified Mint Banner 
#6 1976-M Hover Craft Certified Mint Eagle 
#7  1976-J President Ford at Pump Station 8 Certified Mint Eagle 
#8 1976-S Pipe welders at work Certified Mint Eagle 
#9 1976-D AJA Herc Aircraft Certified Mint Eagle 
#10 1977-M_ Pipe Carrier Gold Panner & oil field 
#11 1977-J_ Caribou Crossing Gold Panner & oil field 
#12 1977-S Tanker in Valdez Gold Panner & oil field 


The M, J, S, and D indicate the month of issue: March, June, September and December. All 
1977 issue were released at the same time. These are all illustrated on page 50. 


These were advertised as a maximum of 20,000 complete sets. We believe the maximum 
mintage was on medal #1 of about 18,000, while the last three medals have a mintage of a 
maximum of 4,000. Unfortunately, memories fade, and records are filed away never to be 
found again! 


There are two recognized “errors:” #2 (986 minted) with plain edge and #6 (1488 minted) 
with the reverse of #5. There are two varieties of medal #8: the original matte finish., and 
a polished/frosted version. Additionally, dies for #2 and #3 appear to have been polished 
later in their life, perhaps to repair minor defects or damage. 


continued on page 43 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


It has been nearly 50 years since the pipeline medals 
were minted. I remembered Mac Turney from the be- 
ginning of the series in 1974. I never expected to be 
able to locate him. It was a very pleasant surprise to 
be able to get in touch with him and fill in some in- 
formation on these medals. 


I don’t index items for sale, so I had to thumb through 
the newsletter to find some of the images used in this 
issue. Hunting for images through the back issues 
of this newsletter was enlightening. I saw so many 
things that I had no recollection of. It was almost 
like seeing them for the first time. 


In the November 1989 issue, I did an article on pipe- 
line medals that were known up to that time. Many 
have been issued since then, as a check of the 40 
year index will indicate. Some of these are offered 
on pages 50-52. 


Another stroll down memory lane can be found on 
page 48, as I look at the tokens of Stu Rothman. 


Bad luck and insanity stalk two token issuers. See 
pages 47 and 49. 


The Alaska listings in our April 10th auction can be 
found on pages 53 and 54 Please contact us if you 
would like the complete auction. 


If you can, please take a look at the You Tube videos 
we are recommending. They add nicely to the articles. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 
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WALRUS SKIN NOTES 


Kagin’s is offering walrus skin notes of the Russian 
American Co. from the Joe Usibelli, Jr. collection. 
One of them is “an old friend.” 


It is a 50 Kopeck note # 11686. You can see a photo 
of it on the wall in our shop. It originated in the 
Lewis Hopfenmaier collection, who attributed it to 
Col. Phares O. Sigler. It passed from Hopfenmaier 
to Wallace Burnett, and sold in our auction #31, 
October 1994, to a local bidder, who, we believe, sold 
it to Art Kagin. 


The note is graded by PMG as Choice Uncirculated- 
63. 


There are a total of 7 notes in the sale, most of which 
are of the best quality available. 


The notes can be viewed at: 
http::/auctions.kagins.com 


PRICES REALIZED 


There are no prices realized to report this issue. There 
was only one item of interest, and I will report on 
that in the next issue. 


MAC TURNEY, cont. 
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Bronze set, shown at reduced size 


When the silver series was complete same designs 
were used to make 12 medal bronze sets. They use 
the Certified Mint Banner reverse, without the pre- 
cious metal statement. As many as 2,000 sets were 
made. Many of them were placed in large, Alaska 
shaped clocks, with medal #1 in the 1 o’clock posi- 
tion, and #12 at the 12 o’clock position. 


Additionally, gold medals were made. These were 
in two qualities of gold: 18Kt and 22 Kt. The 18Kt 
weigh 41 grams (26.63 grams AGW) while the 22Kt 
weigh 38 grams (29.77 AGW). The only reverse we 
have seen is the Certified Mint Eagle with “Solid 
Gold” between the eagle and Alaska. Perhaps 20 sets 
were made. (see ATC&PN, March 2005, page 20). 


Odd, off-metal strikes have occasionally appeared. 


A small 10Kt gold medal was made to celebrate the 
Golden Weld - the last weld connecting Prudhoe to 
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Valdez. These contained about 1/20 oz. of pure gold. 


With the success of his pipeline medals, Mac was 
able to buy 51% of the minting facility, Pacific Mint. 


om 


Mr. Turney was also responsible for the Fox Lions 
Club “First Oil to Valdez” medal. This commemo- 
rated oil from Prudhoe Bay being carried by dog team 
to Valdez by Red Olson. But what to do with the oil? 


The Register, Orange County, California, July 16, 
1977. 


Oil Reaches OC, SA Man May Make 


A Mint 

by Forest Kimler, Register Staff Writer 

Santa Ana - The first oil from the Prudhoe Bay fields 
in Alaska has reached Orange County with a $82.00 


price tag for a 42 gallon barrel. Crude oil normally 
sells for $14 a barrel. 


But D.M. (Mac) Turney has found a way to make a 
potential mint from the first barrel taken from the 
Alaskan fields and hauled by dogsled for 49 days 
along the route of the pipeline. 


Turney is president of Pacific Mint, Inc. of Santa 
Anna. 


He flew to Alaska and brought back a gallon of oil in 
acan in his luggage. He arranged for the rest of the 
barrel to be sent to Orange County by truck. 


Friday, he began striking silver and bronze medals 
commemorating the building of the Alaskan pipeline 
and packaging the first oil from the fields in tiny vi- 
als. 


The coins and the vials of oils, mounted on plaques, 
will be sold (hopefully, to a distributor) and the 
$82,000 sent to Fox, Alaska, to buy the old gold town 
a fire engine. 


MAC TURNEY, cont. 


Turney is an old Alaska hand. He lived in Fox, near 
Fairbanks, from 1967 to 1976 where he ran the U.S. 
Silver Co., a pancake house restaurant, an appliance 
center and a construction company. 


He was a past president of the Fox Lions Club in 
1975 when members started a fund-raising project 
to buy the fire engine by having Red Olson and his 
son Randy race the first 42-gallon drum of crude from 
Atlantic Richfield’s No. I well at Prudhoe to Valdez, 
1,000 miles away. 


Seven weeks later, after crossing the Brooks Range, 
the Yukon River and being supplied by air over the 
entire North Slope, Red and Randy deliver the crude 
with nearly everyone in Fox and Valdez welcoming 
them home. 


The Fox Lions Club members had hoped to put the 
oil in tiny vials and sell the samples as the first crude 
from Prudhoe mounted on plaques, but the project 
wasn ¢ all that successful. 


Turney began thinking on the project and decided, 
after returning from his business in Orange County, 
that he could make it work by minting the commemo- 
rative coins to sell with the vials of oil. 


Friday, he pushed a button on his U.S. Mint-type coin 
press and the first bronze coin dropped out. He then 
went to a work table and filled the fist tiny vial from 
a tray of oil as television cameras and news photog- 
raphers recorded the event. 


Pacific Mint donated $10,000 to the Fox Lions Club 
for their barrel of oil and agreed to give them $1 per 


vial royalties until it was all sold. They could get as 
much as $82,000. 


“We will make a profit, 
too, but dont expect to 
make alot.” Turney said 
he hopes he doesn t have 
to retail the coins and 
the vials. “I hope some 
distributor such as Sears 
or an oil company might 
buy the whole thing, out- 
right, from us and sell them to their customers, ’ 


I 
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We have seen two types of plaques The first has a 
bronze medal with the map of Alaska and the route 
of the pipeline (shown below, left), and a bronze ver- 
sion of medal #12. Unfortunately, the only image we 
have of it is not very good. 


The second plaque does not have the medals, but a 
map of the pipeline and a plate inscribed: “1st Barrel 
of Oil / Prudhoe Bay to Valdez, AK / by dog team 
Red and Randy Olson / Feb 23rd to April 13th, 1975 
/ Fox Lions Club.” Again, our image leaves a lot to 
be desired. 


In 1976, a three piece set to celebrate the U.S. Bicen- 
tennial was issued. Patriotic themes were on the ob- 
verse, while a map of Alaska and the Trans-Alaska 
pipeline were on the reverse. These were struck in | 
oz. silver, bronze and zinc. These medals were is- 


ee S17, 


MAC TURNEY, cont. 


And a North to Alaska medal was issued in 1977 


Ambitious plans were made to provide souvenirs, 
including medals to a world’s fair to be held in Or- 
ange County, CA in 1984. Backers included Mayor 
Tom Bradley, General Jimmy Doolittle and the Brown 
family. The fair failed to raise the necessary funding, 
and was cancelled in 1978 by Secretary of Commerce 
Juanita Kreps of the Carter administration, causing a 
$250,000 loss to Mr. Turney and his partners. 


After this severe financial blow, The Alaska Pipe- 
line medal business was sold to Phil Deisher of 
Fairbanks. 


But these were not the last of his Alaska medals. One 
final bronze medal was made in 2018, very similar 
to his 1977 medal. 


45 


yy Y 
Currently, Mac is selling “paydirt” 


and mining ad- 
ventures on Porcupine Creek (the one near Slana, 
Alaska on the Tok Cut-off). You can visit his web 
site here: www.macooh.com This will take you to 
all his promotions. 


Images courtesy of Mac Turney and Kurtis Hawk. 


PIPELINE MEDAL DIES! 


Amazingly, the dies for the original pipeline medals 
still exist. Iam sure Mac has them in a safe place! 


ALASKA’S FIRST OIL BOOM! 


Katalla, on the Gulf of Alaska, east of Cordova. See 
the December, 2003 issue! 


CORDOVAN HEAD OF 
EXPEDITION TO SIBERIA 


Siberian Commercial Company...was organized and 
financed by nearly fifty residents of Seattle and 
Bremerton, including twelve oldtime Alaskans, the 
corporation being formed for trading purposes. It 
will establish its first trading post on the south shore 
of St. Lawrence bay, concentrating on the fur trade 
this year. 


Louis C. Stringer, formerly of Cordova and Chitina 
(ed. note: Chitina B-8) is president...Stringer spent 
thirteen years in the North, including two winters in 
Siberia. 


Twenty-five stock holders...will try beach mining on 
St. Lawrence bay. The mining proposition, however, 
is an individual venture on the part of each of the 
twenty-five stockholders, the company confining it- 
self to fur trading this year. 


Cordova Daily Times, June 5, 1919 


St. Lawrence Bay is across the Bering Strait from 
Cape Prince of Wales, the tip of the Seward Penin- 
sula. Image courtesy of tokencatalog.com and Luke 
Johnson. 


One has to wonder how this turned out since the So- 
viets evicted the Stefansson/Lomen colony on 
Wrangel Island in 1924. 
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Daily Alaska Empire, Juneau, April 2, 1915. 
NEW CAROM BILLIARD TABLE. 

The Brunswick billiard parlors are replacing one of 
their pocket billiard tables with a new carom table, 
which will make two carom tables for this amuse- 
ment place. Increasing business is responsible for the 
change. 


Ed. Note: This predates the listing in Benice and is a 
better fit for the 6’4¢ token (B-11). 
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ALASKA PREPPER 
> 


Rudy, the Alaska Prepper has been coming into the 
store for years. Only recently we have really become 
acquainted with him 


He has a You Tube channel with 80,000+ followers. 
He featured Jerry in a couple of his videos, and we 
are getting inquiries from all over the country. 


After he interviewed Jerry, he bought some silver, 
and then gifted Jerry and I an ounce each. I felt kind 
of odd, but let it slide. But then, I figured out how to 
“get back at him.” 


I went home, made two dies (I think they came out 
rather nicely, thank you), and made ten 1/10 oz. sil- 
ver tokens for him. The next time he came in, I 
handed him a baggy with the 10 tokens, and he said, 
“1/10 oz., How much?” I told him they were free. 
We argued a bit. Then he took them out of the baggy 
and looked at the other side. He saw “Alaska,” and 
then he saw “Prepper.” He was pleased. He said, 
“You’re like a drug dealer, the first sample is free. 
Can you make 100 more?” No, at least not at this 
time. I had blanks ready to press, so I made 20 more 
for him, and if he wants more, then I will make more 
blanks and press the tokens. 


If you are interested in “prepping,” you should check 
out the Alaska Prepper on You Tube. If you want 
to get a look at the store, there are two videos where 
he is interviewing Jerry and does a scan around the 
shop. 


Through a special arrangement with the Alaska 
Prepper, I can offer these to my customers for $5 plus 
SASE. If you buy other items from this issue, I can 
ship it with those items. 


THE RISE AND FALL AND FALL AGAIN OF SAM 


BONNIFIELD 


Alaska Prospector, Valdez, March 2, 1905. 

A NATIONAL BANK 

To Be Started By Abe Bonnifield 

at Fairbanks. $50,000 

Capital. 

Washington, March, 1 - The comptroller of the trea- 
sury has approved the application to organize a na- 
tional bank at Fairbanks. Abe Bonnifield is at the 
head of the concern. The capitalization is $50,000. 


Douglas Island News, August 12, 1908. 

Sam Bonnifield, president of the Washington-Alaska 
bank* at Fairbanks went suddenly insane weeks ago 
and was found by his friends one morning praying in 
the street in front of the bank. 

*Should be First National Bank 


Douglas Island News, March 10, 1909. 

Sam Bonnifield, president of the First National bank 
of Fairbanks, was arrested at Seattle last week as a 
plain drunk. It was afterwards found that he was 
mentally unbalanced. 


Douglas Island News, March 17, 1909. 

Sam Bonnifield, former “square gambler” and later 
president of the First National Bank of Fairbanks, 
who was picked up by Seattle police as a mental 
wreck, came North during the Klondike rush of 1897, 
and it is said he cleaned up more than $500,000 dur- 
ing the palmy days of Dawson. 


Douglas Island News, September 1, 1909. 

Sam Bonnifield, a well known Alaskan, who was 
jugged at Seattle on the charge of drunk and disor- 
derly, is suing the spirit city for $150,000 damages 
for false imprisonment, alleging that he was only sick 
at the time. 


Daily Alaskan, Skagway, December 13, 1909. 
Bonnifield Gave Away Fortune 

Seattle, Dec. 11 - That during the past eighteen 
months while laboring under mental hallucinations 
Samuel Bonnifield, the Fairbanks banker, gave away 
about $300,000 is the statement made by his brother, 
who was appointed guardian when Bonnifield was 
declared insane. The latest reports from the sani- 
tarium where Bonnifield is confined are that he may 
recover his sanity. 


These poker chips were originally shown in the Janu- 
ary 2006 issue. 


Douglas Island News, April 13, 1910. 

Sam Bonnifield, pioneer Alaskan, whose broken 
health made it necessary for him to be cared for at a 
private sanitarium, has been discharged as cured. 
Mr. Bonnifield went to Juneau twenty years ago. He 
joined the Klondike rush when George W. Carmaks 
lucky find became known to the world. Later he went 
to Fairbanks, where he founded the First National 
bank. 


Douglas Island News, November 15, 1911. 

Sam Bonnifield, of Fairbanks, whose sanity was in 
question, has been taken into custody by the U.S. 
marshal. 


Douglas Island News, July 23, 1913. 

The quarterly report of the Alaska insane for the quar- 
ter ending June 30, 1913 has been received...Six pa- 
tients were discharged as recovered and three as 
improved., one of the latter was Samuel A. Bonnifield, 
formerly president of the First National bank of 
Fairbanks, who was paroled to his relatives under 
bond on June 26 and taken to St. Louis, Missouri. 
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JW Terrill provides the following information related 
to the last issue. 


Walter C. Shields, printed name at the bottom of 
the Alaska Reindeer Service receipt, died in 1918 
due to influenza. 


The New Lincoln Bar was washed out to sea in 
1954 with both of its owners in it. 
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BUT SERVING THE ENTIRE WORLD 


Finding these tokens made me dig out the unautho- 
rized autobiography of Stewart N. Rothman, The Lens 
Is My Brush. 


To call Stu Rothman a character is an understatement. 
His “trademark” was Based in Alaska but serving 
the entire world. My joke was that his ego was as 
big as the entire world. You either loved or loathed 
Stu. 


He served in the Army in Korea (for which he re- 
ceived the Purple Heart), and then the Air Force. The 
stories of his experiences are fascinating. 


After his military service, he became a full time pho- 
tographer. His adventures in Alaska were no less 
entertaining but where he really shines is in the tell- 
ing of the stories. 


Along with the (embellished?) accounts of his expe- 
riences, the fictional stories are hysterical. Two of 
my favorite were “woman and shepherd” (no it is 
not risque) and “Scotsman at a baseball game.” I can 
tell them, but can’t do them justice. While I was try- 
ing to do a little research, I found a video on YouTube. 
Google “Stu Rothman YouTube” and you will hear 
the story of the “Deadly Wachichi Snake.” This will 
give you an idea of his talent as a story teller. 


In 1980, plastic tokens were the rage, and I had a 
couple made for local businesses. I showed them to 
Stu. Having a token of his own fit his personality. I 
had one made for him. 


He liked it so much, he had me make one for a friend 
of his in Anchorage. (Pictured at the top of the right 
column). We have known most coin dealers in Alaska 
since 1974, but Pat Wiley does not ring a bell. My 
guess is that he is the son of a close friend of Stu’s, 
Joe Wiley of the Foodland Grocery chain. 
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GOOD FOR a 
$1.00 INTRADE 


In 1984 I was trying to figure out something to do for 
the 25th anniversary of Statehood. A belt buckle com- 
pany offered proto-types at little or no cost. I took 
them up on their offer and had buckles and medals 
made. The quality was not what I wanted, and I did 
not carry through with that project, but settled on a 
one ounce silver medal with a different company. 


I probably showed Stu the buckles and medals and 
gave him the contact information for the company. 
The result was the large, cast pot metal $2.50 token. 


Stu passed away in 2007. We all have friends and 
family who have passed, but would just love to have 
the chance to spend another afternoon with them. Stu 
Rothman is near the top of my list. 


IF IT W 


~ 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, December 12, 1910 
TACKLESON HOME BURNED 

On Thursday night about 10 o'clock the residence of 
Mr. Charles Tackleson at Chena was destroyed by 
fire and all the contents, with the exception of one 
trunk containing some personal effects, were de- 
stroyed. In addition to the furnishings of the house 
and the personal effects, there was a large stock of 
liquors stored there by Mr. Tackleson, and the sum of 
$500 in cash which was in the house. The total loss 
was in excess of $2,000. 


The fire was not discovered in on the house, which is 
situated on Second avenue, back of Dr. Lehmens, 
until it had gained considerable headway, and it was 
soon seen that it was impossible to save the building, 
so the department turned its attention to saving ad- 
joining property. They were successful in this effort 
although it looked at one time as if the whole town 
might be destroyed. 


Mr. Tackleson is at present Outside. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, January 9, 1911. 

At about 2 o'clock yesterday afternoon fire was dis- 
covered in the roof of Charles Tackleson s saloon at 
Chena, and it was only the ready assistance rendered 
by the volunteer fire-fighters which saved the town 
from a dangerous conflagration. The fire had started 
from a spark which had ignited the paper between 
the double board roof. It was extinguished before 
any serious harm had been done and the fears of the 
owners of the adjoining buildings, the California 
saloon and restaurant and the White Horse were set 
at rest. 


Only a couple of months ago Tackleson’s house was 
burned and a considerable sum of money which was 
in the house. This news had been withheld from 
Charlie, who is outside. In addition, when he re- 
turns from his pilgrimage, he has to be informed of 
the Washington-Alaska wreck, in which he is inter- 
ested to a considerable amount. The friend delegated 


EREN’T FOR BAD LUCK... 


to break the news would surely have had a fine task 
on his hands, if, in addition, he had to tell Charlie 
that the saloon had gone up in smoke. 


So, Tackleson loses his house and nearly loses his 
saloon in less than a month. Then, the failure of the 
Washington-Alaska Bank, with E.T. Barnette skip- 
ping town, only adds to his woes. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, January 9, 1911. 
WASHINGTON-ALASKA BANK CLOSES 
DOORS 

Suspended On Wednesday With Only 10% of De- 
posits On Hand, but Outstanding Securities Will, 
Say Receivers, Enable the Bank to Repay at Least 
70 per Cent 

With the books showing deposits of nearly nine hun- 
dred thousand dollars and cash on hand of little less 
than a tenth of that amount, the Washington-Alaska 
bank announced suspension last Wednesday. 


But his fortunes are looking up! Or are they? 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, August 16, 1915. 
Charles O. Tackleson and Miss Zita Quarita were 
married at Chena Tuesday evening. Mr. Tackleson 
has been ill for some time and will go Outside for 
treatment in the near future. 


Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, September 15, 1915. 
Charles O. Tackleson, of Chena, died in Seattle last 
Thursday, where he had gone in quest of proper medi- 
cal treatment in the hope of prolonging his life. 


He had been ill for the past year, and for the last 
several months before going Outside had been con- 
fined to the hospital more or less. 


Just prior to his departure for the States, Mr. 
Tackleson was married in his home town, and what 
estate he left will go to his wife. 


Tackleson must have known that he was dieing. He 
married only a month before his death. It looks like 
this marriage was a way for him to provide for Zita 
Quarita. What was the connection? Searching the 
LoC for Quarita, it does not even find the example 
above. She will have to remain a mystery. 
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#1 Reverse #2-#5 Reverse #6-#9 Reverse #10-12 Reverse 


COMPLETE SET OF 12 $465.00 
INDIVIDUAL MEDALS, #1-#9 $38.00 EACH 
INDIVIDUAL MEDALS, #10-#12 $50.00 EACH 
#6 WITH REVERSE OF #5 50.00 
WALNUT DISPLAY BOX FOR 12 MEDALS, LESS THAN PERFECT 

CONDITION, BUT ACCEPTABLE, WITH CAPSULES $45.00 


All orders are now plus actual postage. All orders to street addresses will require a signature Since we 
send most orders on approval, upon receipt, all you have to do is add the postage to your invoice. 


50 


PIPELINE MEDALS FOR SALE 


BP HSE, gold relief 


$45.00 


= 
———— 


BP Golden Rule $35.00 


BEST, Behavior Enhanced Safety Techniques, 
gold relief $38.00 


BE Satetys shield. se teathers poac0e BP Central Power Station $38.00 


Due to the volatility in the silver market, prices are subject to change without 
notice. The prices for silver medals in this issue are good until silver exceeds $30 


per ounce. 
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PIPELINE 


Sots bd 


Alpine 2000 


TRANS ALASKA PIPELINE SyeTtem 


Alyeska pipeline 
on 


66 
ee ° 


COMMEMGRATING 25 YEARS 
1977 - 2002 yy 
er 


Alyeska Pipeline bar $45.00 


All orders are now plus actual postage. All orders to 
y street addresses will require a signature Since we send 
= ‘ ——_ most orders on approval, upon receipt, all you have to 
Point Thompson $38.00 dois add the postage to your invoice. 
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AUCTION TO BE HELD IN FAIRBANKS 
APRIL 10, 2021. 


Bids accepted until Noon, April 10 - Auction begins 7:00PM 
By mail: Alaska Rare Coins, 551-B Second Ave. Fairbanks, AK 99701 
By phone: 907-452-6461 By email: akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


ALASKA MEDALS & COLLECTIBLES 


294 Alaska “Tokens.” Palmer, A.R.R.C., 1985. These are the “restrikes” of the famous Alaska Rural 

Rehabilitation Corporation tokens. But...they are not really restrikes - not struck from the 

original dies. And this is obvious to anyone familiar with the original tokens. These commem- 

orate the 50th anniversary of the Matanuska Valley Colony, and this is clearly stated on the 

reverse. These sell on eBay for $50 to $100. A good estimate is 50. 
295 Anchorage Medals. Anchorage Glacier Pilots baseball team, set of three medals. Two are sterling 

silver and one is bronze. The sterling medals commemorate their National Baseball Congress 

championships of 1969 and 1971, and runner-up in 1970 (bronze). Three different baseball 

motifs grace the obverse, while the logo of the Glacier Pilots is on the reverse. This is pre- 

sentation set number 428. The set is housed in a nice Capital Plastics type holder. Each silver 

medal contains about .6 troy ounces ASW. 100.+ 
296 North Pole, Alaska Medals. Sterling silver medals issued for Santa Claus House. The first is from 

1963 and is good for $1 in trade. It features Santa’s sleigh over Santa Claus House. The second 

is dated 1966 and is a “souvenir dollar.” It features stockings hung by the chimney. Both feature 

a portrait of Santa on the obverse and contain about .6 troy ounces ASW each. 70. 
297 State of Alaska 4 oz. silver medals, 1990. What an unusual lot! Alaska Precious Metals (now 

defunct) issued only 1,100 '4 oz. fractionals in 1990. The walrus is depicted on the obverse 

with the mandatory State seal on the reverse. Rarely do we see fractional issues, much less a 

small hoard like this. 22 pieces. 420.-480. 
298 State of Alaska 1 oz. silver medal, 1990, “Proof-like,” featuring a stylized walrus. 9,166 were 

minted. Also included in this lot is a set of 1990 Fur Rendezvous, “Salute to the Queen and 

her Court,” struck in | oz. pure silver and brass. 2 oz. of silver and brass medal. 3 pcs. 100.+ 
299 State of Alaska 1/10 oz. Gold Medal, 1990. Only one ounce and tenth ounce gold medals were 

struck in 1990, with only 120 of the 1/10 oz. minted. A very scarce medal. Mint state, but we 

do note a small rim mark at 9:00. 300. 
300 State of Alaska 1/10 oz. silver medals, 1991. This was the final year Alaska Precious Metals had 

the State contract which featured two circling salmon on the obverse. No one is certain how 

many were issued but the best estimate we have heard is that only 100 were minted making this 

a very scarce issue. If true, this lot comprises 18% of the total production. 18 pieces. 240.-270. 
301 State of Alaska 1/10 oz. Gold Medal, 1998. The obverse this year featured a moose head with 

only 331 minted. Original packaging. We note some red spotting at the rims on the obverse, 

typical on these medals as well as other .999 gold coins (especially Chinese Pandas). 300. 
302 10 Billion Barrels Produced, 1999. Two ounce silver medal commemorating the production of 

10,000,000,000 barrels of oil from Prudhoe Bay Unit Initial Participating Area. Gold relief 

barrels set into a map of Alaska are on the obverse, the State seal on the reverse. 100.+ 
303 Alaska Goldpanner Baseball Team Jacket Buttons. These feature the Alaska Goldpanners’ logo 

of a map of Alaska with a star for Fairbanks, and a baseball just off the map (sailing for a home 

run). The set includes four small buttons and three large buttons. The buttons are gold colored 

and meant to replace the buttons on your sports coat. Perfect for the super Goldpanners’ fan! 

But wait, there’s more... We will include a second set of buttons at no additional charge. You 

get a total of 14 buttons. 50. 


i) 


ALASKA COLLECTIBLES, CONT. ESTIMATE 


304 Hand-held Gold Scale. This miner’s scale is typical of those used during the gold rush. The balance 

arm is 6.75 inches, the pans are brass. Included is a rusted oval metal case. Not pretty but would 

be a great display item with other gold rush memorabilia. Sorry, no weights. 75. 
305 Iditarod “Member” Pins. We had not seen these before! We assume that these are special pins for 

those who join the Iditarod organization. Included here are the following years: 1996-2001, 

2003 and an undated pin. These must be much scarcer than the ordinary Iditarod pins that anyone 

can purchase. A total of 8 pins. 100.+ 
306 Alaska Railroad Pins. The Alaska Railroad Corporation’s yearly pin is a favorite souvenir with the 

tourists. Included are the following years: 1989, 1995-1997, (2) 1998, 1999-2001, (2) 2003 and 

one undated. Many of these are in their original packaging. Also included are (2) McKinley 


Express pins. These were for Westours or Princess passengers. A total of 14 pins. 100. 
307 Alaska Pins. Included are: (2) 1987 Iditarod; (2) 1988, 1989, 1990 and 1993 Fur Rendezvous, and 
1987 Nenana Ice Classic. Eight pins. 50. 


308 Alaska Luggage Stickers. The first is for the “Alaska Railroad, U.S. Department of the Interior, 
Interior Line, Mt. McKinley National Park Route” with a view of Denali, multi-colored, about 
140mm by 112mm. Also included is “Pan American World Airways, Alaska, System of the 
Flying Clippers” with mountains and a totem pole, about 140mm by 94mm. Both are in excellent 
condition, the Pan Am showing a few wrinkles. Scarce Alaska collectibles. 2 pieces. 45. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


309 “Western” Silver Dollars. Marketing firms will do anything to make coins attractive to non-collectors. 
One such set commemorated the personalities of the West. There was a silver dollar for each year, 
and a personality would be noted on the display card with biographical data, along with their postage 
stamp issued by the USPS. Rather than just take these apart and throw them in our silver dollar bags, 
we saved out three that we thought would be interesting. The first is black cowboy Bill Pickett with 
an 1888 silver dollar. Next is James P. Beckwourth, a black trapper and all-round frontiersman with 
an 1897 silver dollar. Last is Nellie Cashman, a western entrepreneur who took part in the Klondike 
Gold Rush with an 1898 silver dollar. The dates on the dollars seem pretty random, except for 
Cashman. The cards say the dollars are uncirculated, but they are only AU. Three pieces. 120. 

313 Snow White % oz. Gold Medal, 1987. The now defunct Rarities Mint in California had a contract 
with Disney to mint medals for the re-release of the movie Snow White. 2,493 quarter ounce 
gold Snow White medals were made of which this is number 755. Our research shows these 
currently selling for $600 to $700. All of the original packaging is included. 600.-680. 

314 Satirical Medals. There is a long history of satire in numismatics. These three medals were made in 
the late 70s and early 80s. The first medal calls out the hypocrisy in the media. This is especially 
relevant today! The second medal, 1979, “commemorates” the surrender of the Panama Canal 
to Panamanian dictator Omar Torrijos, showing Cuban influence. The last medal (the 4th in the 
series) is the “Defence Medal,” noting failures of our national defence - a Litany of Disasters. 
Designed by well known numismatist R.W. Julian, who still writes for Numismatic News and 
World Coin News, these medals are classics reminding us that numismatics is more than just 
collecting little round objects. These medals were made by Medallic Arts Co., and are bronze, 


2’ inches in diameter. 120.+ 
315 Five Oz. Silver Shot Gun Shell. Several companies have made different bullets over the years 
out of pure silver and they are very popular. 175. 


316 Mining Company 1 oz. Silver Medals. Included are: Nerco, Celebrating Ten Years, 1977-1987; 

Candelaria Mine, 10 Million Ounces, 1987; Hecla Mining Co., 1982; Barrick Mercur 

Goldmine, Mercur, Utah; and Montana, Mining’s Second Century. Five neat medals, some 

showing infrastructure. 160. 
317 “Pass the Loot”, PTL 1 oz. silver medal. The smiling faces of Jim and Tammy grace the front of 

this medal, with the legend “In God We Trust, All Other Pay Cash, Heritage USA.” Also included 

is “Louis Liquidator, Happiness is a fast buck” | oz. silver medal. These belong together. 2 pcs. 75. 
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